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Unit 1 – Introductory Reading Activity: Campaigns & Elections 
 

Part I - Directions:  Read the following article in its entirety.  Then, read it again, defining (and 

by taking notes in the margins) the non-domain vocabulary [terms you don’t know] in bold 

print, and any other words you are not familiar with.  Some of the terms you will need to 

Google.   

 

'Paul Ryan Is the Embodiment of the Machine Our Music Rages Against' 

By Tom Morello 

Rolling Stone Magazine 

August 16, 2012 | 6:44pm EDT 

http://m.rollingstone.com/?redirurl=/music/news/tom-morello-paul-ryan-is-the-embodiment-of-

the-machine-our-music-rages-against-20120816 

 

 

Photo Credit: Tim Mosenfelder/Getty Images; Bill Clark/CQ Roll Call 

Last week, Mitt Romney picked Paul Ryan, the Republican architect of Congress's radical right-

wing budget plan, as his running mate. Ryan has previously cited Rage Against the Machine as 

one of his favorite bands. Rage guitarist Tom Morello responds in this exclusive op-ed. 

Paul Ryan's love of Rage Against the Machine** is amusing, because he is the embodiment of 

the machine that our music has been raging against for two decades. Charles Manson loved the 

Beatles** but didn't understand them. Governor Chris Christie loves Bruce Springsteen** but 

doesn't understand him. And Paul Ryan is clueless about his favorite band, Rage Against the 

Machine. 

Ryan claims that he likes Rage's sound, but not the lyrics. Well, I don't care for Paul Ryan's 

sound or his lyrics. He can like whatever bands he wants, but his guiding vision of shifting 

revenue more radically to the one percent is antithetical to the message of Rage. 

I wonder what Ryan's favorite Rage song is? Is it the one where we condemn the genocide of 

Native Americans? The one lambasting American imperialism? Our cover of "F*#k the Police"? 

Or is it the one where we call on the people to seize the means of production? So many excellent 

choices to jam out to at Young Republican meetings! 

Don't mistake me, I clearly see that Ryan has a whole lotta "rage" in him: A rage against women, 

a rage against immigrants, a rage against workers, a rage against gays, a rage against the poor, a 

http://m.rollingstone.com/?redirurl=/music/news/tom-morello-paul-ryan-is-the-embodiment-of-the-machine-our-music-rages-against-20120816
http://m.rollingstone.com/?redirurl=/music/news/tom-morello-paul-ryan-is-the-embodiment-of-the-machine-our-music-rages-against-20120816


rage against the environment. Basically the only thing he's not raging against is the privileged 

elite he's groveling in front of for campaign contributions. 

You see, the super rich must rationalize having more than they could ever spend while millions 

of children in the U.S. go to bed hungry every night. So, when they look themselves in the 

mirror, they convince themselves that "Those people are undeserving. They're . . . lesser." Some 

of these guys on the extreme right are more cynical than Paul Ryan, but he seems to really 

believe in this stuff. This unbridled rage against those who have the least is a cornerstone of the 

Romney-Ryan ticket. 

But Rage's music affects people in different ways. Some tune out what the band stands for and 

concentrate on the moshing and throwing elbows in the pit. For others, Rage has changed their 

minds and their lives. Many activists around the world, including organizers of the global occupy 

movement, were radicalized by Rage Against the Machine and work tirelessly for a more 

humane and just planet. Perhaps Paul Ryan was moshing when he should have been listening. 

My hope is that maybe Paul Ryan is a mole. Maybe Rage did plant some sensible ideas in this 

extreme fringe right wing nut job. Maybe if elected, he'll pardon Leonard Peltier. Maybe he'll 

throw U.S. military support behind the Zapatistas. Maybe he'll fill Guantanamo Bay with the 

corporate criminals that are funding his campaign – and then torture them with Rage music 24/7. 

That's one possibility. But I'm not betting on it. 

Part II - Directions:  Reread the text in Part II, chunk by chunk, answering the question after 

each chunk.  Reread if need be, and look to any notes you took in Part I to ensure your 

understanding. 

Paul Ryan's love of Rage Against the Machine** is amusing, because he is the embodiment of 

the machine that our music has been raging against for two decades. Charles Manson loved the 

Beatles** but didn't understand them. Governor Chris Christie loves Bruce Springsteen** but 

doesn't understand him. And Paul Ryan is clueless about his favorite band, Rage Against the 

Machine. 

 What is the irony of Manson liking the Beatles?  Christie & Springsteen? 

 

 

Ryan claims that he likes Rage's sound, but not the lyrics. Well, I don't care for Paul Ryan's 

sound or his lyrics. He can like whatever bands he wants, but his guiding vision of shifting 

revenue more radically to the one percent is antithetical to the message of Rage. 

 What value does Rage Against the Machine support? 

 



I wonder what Ryan's favorite Rage song is? Is it the one where we condemn the genocide of 

Native Americans? The one lambasting American imperialism? Our cover of "F*#k the Police"? 

Or is it the one where we call on the people to seize the means of production? So many excellent 

choices to jam out to at Young Republican meetings! 

 List three values expressed by Morello in this paragraph. 

 

 

Don't mistake me, I clearly see that Ryan has a whole lotta "rage" in him: A rage against women, 

a rage against immigrants, a rage against workers, a rage against gays, a rage against the poor, a 

rage against the environment. Basically the only thing he's not raging against is the privileged 

elite he's groveling in front of for campaign contributions. 

 According to Morello, what does Paul Ryan dislike about America? 

 

  

 

How might Ryan express those “dislikes” as values? Or, what is the opposing argument 

 to Morello? 

 

 

 

You see, the super rich must rationalize having more than they could ever spend while millions 

of children in the U.S. go to bed hungry every night. So, when they look themselves in the 

mirror, they convince themselves that "Those people are undeserving. They're . . . lesser." Some 

of these guys on the extreme right are more cynical than Paul Ryan, but he seems to really 

believe in this stuff. This unbridled rage against those who have the least is a cornerstone of the 

Romney-Ryan ticket. 

 What types of arguments does Morello provide to illustrate Ryan has a “rage against 

 those who have the least?”  Is it sufficient? 

 

 



But Rage's music affects people in different ways. Some tune out what the band stands for and 

concentrate on the moshing and throwing elbows in the pit. For others, Rage has changed their 

minds and their lives. Many activists around the world, including organizers of the global occupy 

movement, were radicalized by Rage Against the Machine and work tirelessly for a more 

humane and just planet. Perhaps Paul Ryan was moshing when he should have been listening. 

 What two types of fans does Rage have and how does that defend his argument that 

 “Ryan claims that he likes Rage’s sound but not the lyrics?” 

 

 

My hope is that maybe Paul Ryan is a mole. Maybe Rage did plant some sensible ideas in this 

extreme fringe right wing nut job. Maybe if elected, he'll pardon Leonard Peltier. Maybe he'll 

throw U.S. military support behind the Zapatistas. Maybe he'll fill Guantanamo Bay with the 

corporate criminals that are funding his campaign – and then torture them with Rage music 24/7. 

That's one possibility. But I'm not betting on it. 

Assignment #1 – Directions:  Write a constructed response paragraph that addresses the 

following question:  

What type of evidence does Morello use to illustrate his opinion? 

Use three quotes from the article to defend your own argument, and use the rubric below to guide 

your response. 

 66 – Does Not Meet 75 - Developing 85 – Meets Standard 95 - Proficient 

Thesis & Support 

SS Common Core 

#9-10.1 

Addresses CCW #1, 

7 & 9 

& R#1 

Generically summarizes 

textual evidence to 

support analysis 
of primary source, or no 

cited evidence. 

Summarizes(i.e. little 

citation) complexities of 

textual evidence to 
support 

analysis/evaluation 

of primary source; may 

be some confusion. 

Cites sufficient, or 

excessive use of (at least 

three) textual evidence to 
support analysis or 

evaluation of primary 

source.   

Cites plenty (at least 

three) of specific textual 

evidence to support 
analysis or evaluation of 

primary source.  Evidence 

is brief and effective. 

Analysis of Text 

Common Core 

R#4&5 

Does NOT analyze 

author’s use of language 

and structure 

Partially or generically 

analyzes author’s use of 

language and structure 

Sufficiently analyzes 

author’s use of language 

and structure 

Dynamically analyzes 

author’s use of language 

and structure 

Evaluation of 

Argument 

Common Core R#6, 

8 

Does NOT develop an 

evaluative argument as to 
effectiveness of author’s 

argument 

Partially or generically 

develops an evaluative 
argument as to 

effectiveness of author’s 

argument 

Sufficiently develops an 

evaluative argument as to 
effectiveness of author’s 

argument 

Dynamically develops an 

evaluative argument as to 
effectiveness of author’s 

argument 

Conventions and 

Structure 

Lake Region Writing 

Rubric 

Addresses CCW#4 

Sentence and paragraph 
structure is lacking.  

Vocabulary is limited and 

generic, relies upon 
pronoun use.  Poor 

control of conventions, 
leaving subject unclear. 

Attempts sentence or 
paragraph structure with 

some disorganization/ 

lack of coherence.  
Vocabulary is limited, 

frequent pronoun use 
confuses subject; control 

of conventions is limited. 

Effective (lack of reliance 
on pronouns) sentence 

and paragraph structure 

and appropriate grade-
level control of 

conventions. 

Effective and 

sophisticated vocabulary, 

sentence and paragraph 

structure, and grade-level 
control of conventions is 

exceptional. 
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*Grade will consist of majority score. 


